Appl. No. 08/691,900 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A system for providing to a user advertising on a 
hypertext network, comprising: 

a. a server having advertisements, said server connected to the network; 

b. a client computer comprising advertising software, a display device, a 
storage device, an input device and a browser, said client computer connected to the 
network, said advertising software controlling a presentation of a first set of information 
to the user in a first region of said display device, said browser controlling a presentation 
of a second set of information to the user in a second region of said display device, said 
advertising software adapted to receive an advertisement selected based on an analysis of 
the content of at least one page displayed to a user by said browser in said second region 
of said display device, said advertising software adapted to include said advertisement in 
said first set of information presented to the user in said first region of said display 
device, and said advertising software and said browser adapted to function independently 
of each other on said client computer by displaying information in different regions of 
said display device, 

wherein an advertisement displayed to the user by said advertising software in 
said first region of said display device comprises at least one link that loads and displays 
a page in said second region of said display device by said browser when said link is 
selected by a user. 

2. (previously presented) The system of claim 1 , wherein a media clip related to 
the advertisement presently displayed by the advertising software to the user is shown on 
said client computer when said media clip is requested by a user. 

3. (original) The system of claim 1 , wherein a secure purchase transaction is 
effectuated through said client computer at the user's request. 
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4. (previously presented) The system of claim 1 , further comprising a 
communications button for establishing interactive communications between the user and 
a sales agent, said communications button displayed by the advertising software to the 
user, and wherein interactive communications are established between the sales agent and 
the user at the user's request when the user selects the communications button. 

5. (previously presented) The system of claim 1 , further comprising means for 
the user to select advertising topics, wherein advertisements pertaining to said selected 
advertising topics are displayed to the user by the advertising software. 

6. (previously presented) The system of claim 1, further comprising a help page 
on said server, said help page displayed to the user by said browser when the user selects 
a help button displayed to the user by said advertising software. 

7. (original) The system of claim 1, further comprising an advertising service 
home page on said server, said home page displayed to a user at the user's request. 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (cancelled) 

10. (original) The system of claim 1, further comprising an electronic coupon 
that may be selected by a user, wherein said electronic coupon is stored on said client 
computer and redeemed by the user during a secure purchase transaction. 

1 1 . (previously presented) The system of claim 1 , further comprising means for 
displaying a previously displayed advertisement at the user's request. 

1 2. (previously presented) The system of claim 1 , wherein a sequence of 
advertisements is displayed to the user, and further comprising means to pause the 
display of the advertisements in the sequence at the user's request. 

13. (currently amended) A system for providing to a user advertising on a 
hypertext network, comprising: 

a. a server storing advertisements, said server connected to the network; 
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b. a client computer having a display device, a browser and advertising 
software, said advertising software operating independently of said browser, said client 
computer connected to the network, said advertising software adapted to receive and 
display said advertisements in sequence from said server, and said advertising software 
presenting on a region of the display device to the user an advertising area comprising: 

i. a control area having a pause button, a step back button, and a 
step forward button by which the presentation of advertisements to the user is controlled 
by a user; 

ii. a display area where advertisements are displayed in sequence 

to the user; and 

iii. a transaction area having a secure purchase button for 
effectuating a secure purchase transaction at the user's request; 

wherein an advertisement displayed by said advertising software in said 
advertising area comprises at least one link that loads and displays a page in a browser 
area when said link is selected by the user; and 

wherein said server targets said advertisements to the user, said server selecting 
advertisements based on an analysis of the content of pages displayed through said 
browser in said browser area on said client's computer at the user's request. 

1 4. (previously presented) The system of claim 13, further comprising a 
communications button for establishing interactive communications with a sales agent at 
the user's request. 

1 5. (previously presented) The system of claim 1 3, further comprising a help 
page on said server, and said advertisement area further comprising a help button wherein 
said help page is displayed in said browser area when said help button is selected by the 
user. 

16. (previously presented) The system of claim 13, further comprising 
multimedia information on said server, wherein said advertising area further comprises a 
multimedia button, and wherein said multimedia information is displayed in said browser 
area when said multimedia button is selected by the user. 

1 7. (previously presented) The system of claim 13, further comprising a home 
page on said server, and wherein said advertising area further comprises a home page 



Page 4 of 17 



Appl. No. 08/691,900 

button, and wherein said home page is displayed in said browser area when said home 
page button is selected by the user. 

1 8. (previously presented) The system of claim 13, wherein said advertising 
area further comprises an advertising topic list, and wherein said advertisements 
pertaining to topics selected by the user are displayed in said advertising display area. 

19. (cancelled) 

20. (cancelled) 

2 1 . (previously presented) The system of claim 1 3, wherein an advertisement is 
stored on said client computer as an electronic coupon when selected by the user, said 
electronic coupon redeemable during a secure purchase transaction. 

22. (currently amended) A method for providing advertising to a user on a 
hypertext network, comprising the steps of: 

a. loading advertising software from a server on a client computer with a 
browser at a user's request, said advertising software dividing the client computer screen 
into a browser area and an advertising area; 

b. analyzing the content of pages viewed through said browser in said 
browser area on said client computer at the user's request in order to determine the topics 
of said pages; 

c. selecting advertisements related to said topics; 

d. transmitting said advertisements related to said topics to said client 
computer from said server; 

e. displaying said advertisements to the user in said advertising area while 
maintaining functionality of the browser in the browser area; and 

f displaying an advertisement page in the browser area when the 
advertisement shown in the advertising area is selected by a user. 

23. (original) The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of pausing the 
display of advertisements at the request of the user. 

24. (original) The method of claim 22, further comprising the steps of caching a 
predetermined number of advertisements on the client computer, pausing the display of 
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the sequence of advertisements and stepping backward and forward through and 
displaying said cached advertisements to the user at the user's request. 

25. (original) The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of 
immediately displaying the next advertisement in said advertisement area at the user's 
request. 

26. (original) The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of effectuating 
a secure purchase of an item shown in the presently displayed advertisement at the user's 
request. 

27. (previously presented) The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of 
establishing interactive communications between the user and a sales agent representing 
the sponsor of the presently displayed advertisement at the user's request. 

28. (original) The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of showing to 
the user multimedia information pertaining to the presently displayed advertisement at 
the user's request. 

29. (original) The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of showing an 
advertising service home page to the user at the user's request. 

30. (original) The method of claim 22, further comprising the step of showing an 
advertising service help page to the user at the user's request. 

3 1 . (original) The method of claim 22, further comprising the steps of displaying 
a list of advertising topics to a user and displaying advertisements in said advertisement 
area pertaining to said advertising topics selected by the user. 

32. (cancelled) 

33. (cancelled) 

34. (original) The method of claim 22, further comprising the steps of storing an 
electronic coupon when selected by a user, and redeeming said electronic coupon during 
a secure purchase transaction at the request of a user. 
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35. (currently amended) A method of effectuating a secure purchase transaction 
on a hypertext network, comprising the steps of: 

a. loading advertising software from a server on a client computer with a 
browser at a user's request, said advertising software dividing the client computer screen 
into a browser area and an advertising area; 

b. analyzing the content of pages viewed through said browser in said 
browser area on said client computer at the user's request in order to determine the topics 
of said pages; 

c. selecting advertisements related to said topics; 

d. transmitting said advertisements related to said topics to said client 
computer from said server; 

e. displaying said advertisements to the user in said advertising area while 
maintaining the original functionality of the browser in the browser area; 

f. displaying an advertisement page in the browser area when the 
advertisement shown in the advertising area is selected by a user; 

g. accepting a secure purchase request from a user for an item offered in a 
presently displayed advertisement; and 

h. accepting purchaser information from the user. 

36. (original) The method of claim 35, wherein said secure purchase information 
comprises the credit card information, said credit card information comprising the name 
of the credit card vendor, the user's name and credit card number, and the expiration date 
of the user's credit card. 

37. (cancelled) 

38. (cancelled) 

39. (cancelled) 

40. (cancelled) 

41 . (currently amended) A method of effectuating a secure purchase transaction 
on a hypertext network, comprising the steps of: 
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a. loading advertising software from a server on a client computer with a 
browser at a user's request, said advertising software dividing the client computer screen 
into a browser area and an advertising area; 

b. analyzing the content of pages viewed through said browser in said 
browser area on said client computer at the user's request in order to determine the topics 
of said pages; 

c. selecting advertisements related to said topics; 

d. transmitting said advertisements related to said topics to said client 
computer from said server; 

e. displaying said advertisements to the user in said advertising area while 
maintaining functionality of the browser in the browser area; 

f. displaying an advertisement page in the browser area when the 
advertisement shown in the advertising area is selected by a user; 

g. accepting a secure purchase request from a user for an item offered in a 
presently displayed advertisement; 

h. accepting a confidential authentication password from the user; and 

i. forwarding preregistered purchaser information to a sponsor of said 
presently displayed advertisement if the confidential authentication password provided by 
the user matches a confidential authentication password stored on said server, and 
generating an error message if said password provided by the user does not match said 
password stored on said server. 

42. (original) The method of claim 41, further comprising the steps of storing an 
electronic coupon when said advertisement is selected by a user, and redeeming said 
electronic coupon during a secure purchase transaction at the request of a user. 

43. (cancelled) 

44. (cancelled) 
45 (cancelled) 

46. (cancelled) 

47. (cancelled) 
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48. (currently amended) A client computer for presenting advertising to a user, 
comprising: 

a. a microprocessor; 

b. a memory that stores browser software adapted to be executed to 
retrieve and display in a browser area a hypertext page from a site and advertising 
software adapted to retrieve and display in an advertising area targeted advertisement 
from an advertising server which selects advertisements based on an analysis of the 
content of pages viewed through said browser software in said browser area, said 
advertising software further adapted to be executed by said microprocessor to display a 
step forward button and a step back button to the user, such that when the step forward 
button is selected by the user, a next advertisement in a sequence of advertisements from 
the advertising server is displayed to the user independently from the page that is 
displayed to the user by the browser, and when the step back button is selected by the 
user, a previous advertisement in the sequence of advertisement form the advertising 
server is displayed to the user independently from the page that is displayed to the user by 
the browser; wherein said browser software and advertising software is further adapted to 
display an advertisement page by the browser in said browser area when an 
advertisement displayed by said advertising software in said advertising area is selected 
by the user; and 

c. a display device on which to display the hypertext page and the 
advertisement to the user. 

49. (previously presented) The client computer of claim 48, wherein said 
advertising software is adapted to be executed by said microprocessor to display an 
advertisement that is part of a stream of advertisements. 

50. (previously presented) The client computer of claim 48, wherein said 
advertising software is adapted to be executed by said microprocessor to display a sales 
agent button to the user, such that when said sales agent button is selected by the user, 
interactive communications are established between the user and a sales agent of the 
sponsor of an advertisement displayed to the user. 

51 . (previously presented) The client computer of claim 48, wherein said 
advertising software is adapted to be executed by said microprocessor to display a list of 
topics to the user, such that when the user selects a topic form the list of topics, 
advertisements pertaining to that topic are received from the advertising server. 
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52. (previously presented) The client computer of claim 48, wherein said 
advertising software is adapted to be executed by said microprocessor to display a pause 
button to the user, such that when said pause button is selected a first time by the user, the 
display of advertisements in a sequence of advertisements is paused on the advertisement 
that is displayed to the user at the time the pause button is selected, and wherein when the 
pause button is selected a second time by the user, the display of advertisements in the 
sequence of advertisements in resumed. 

53. (cancelled) 

54. (previously presented) The client computer of claim 48, wherein 
advertisements are streamed from the advertising server to said client computer. 

55. (previously presented) The client computer of claim 48, wherein said 
advertising software is adapted to be executed by said microprocessor to display a step 
forward button a media clip button, such that when said media clip is selected, 
multimedia information is shown to the user that is related to the advertisement that is 
shown to the user at the time the user selects the multimedia button. 

56. (previously presented) The client computer of claim 48, wherein said 
advertising software is adapted to be executed by said microprocessor to display a secure 
purchase button, such that when said secure purchase button is selected by the user, the 
user is presented with a graphical user interface through which the user purchases a 
product related to the advertisement displayed to the user at the time the user selects the 
secure purchase button. 

57. (previously presented) The client computer of claim 48, wherein the 
graphical user interface through which the user purchases a product is displayed to the 
user by the browser software. 

58. (previously presented) The client computer of claim 48, wherein the 
graphical user interface through which the user purchases a product is displayed to the 
user by the advertising software. 
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59. (previously presented) The client computer of claim 48, wherein said 
advertising software is adapted to be executed by said microprocessor to display an 
electronic coupon button, such that when said electronic coupon button is selected by the 
user, an electronic coupon is stored at the client computer for a product related to the 
advertisement displayed to the user at the time the user selects the electronic coupon 
button. 

60. (previously presented) The client computer of claim 48, wherein said 
advertising software is adapted to be executed by said microprocessor to display a home 
page button, such that when said home page button is selected by the user, a page is 
displayed to the user by the browser software, wherein the page includes information 
pertaining to the sponsor of the advertisement that was displayed to the user at the time 
the user selected the home page button. 

61. (cancelled) 

62. (cancelled) 

63. (cancelled) 

64. (cancelled) 
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